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Blessed Advent Greetings, 

 

A few people have asked me the meaning behind our Advent wreath.  So to try to answer those questions as well 

as give you more information, I put together some of the information that I have found regarding our use of the 

Advent wreath. 

  

The Advent wreath has become an increasingly popular symbol of the beginning of the Church year in many 

churches as well as homes. It is a circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five candles, four around the 

wreath and one in the center. Since the wreath is symbolic and a vehicle to tell the Christmas story, there are 

various ways to understand the symbolism. The exact meaning given to the various aspects of the wreath is not as 

important as the story to which it invites us to listen, and participate. 

 

The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His 

eternity and endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. 

The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have 

in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. 

Candles symbolize the light of God coming into the 

world through the birth of His Son. The four outer 

candles represent the period of waiting during the four 

Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the four 

centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the 

birth of Christ. 

 

The colors of the candles vary with different traditions, but there are  

usually three blue or purple candles, corresponding to the sanctuary colors of  Advent, and one pink or rose candle. 

One of the blue candles is lighted the first Sunday of Advent and on subsequent Sundays, previous candles are 

relighted with an additional one lighted. The pink candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent. 

 

The light of the candles itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light reminds us that Jesus is the 

light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us that 

we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect the light of God's grace to others (Isaiah 42:6). The 

progression in the lighting of the candles symbolizes the various aspects of our waiting experience. As the candles 

are lit over the four week period, it also symbolizes the darkness of fear and hopelessness receding and the 

shadows of sin falling away as more and more light is shed into the world. The flame of each new candle reminds 

the worshippers that something is happening, and that more is yet to come. Finally, the light that has come into the 

world is plainly visible as the Christ candle is lighted at Christmas, and worshippers rejoice over the fact that the 

promise of long ago has been realized. 

 

The first candle is traditionally the candle of Expectation or Hope (or in some traditions, Prophecy). This draws 

attention to the anticipation of the coming of a Messiah that weaves its way like a golden thread through Old 

Testament history. As God’s people were abused by power hungry kings, led astray by self-centered prophets, and 

lulled into apathy by half-hearted religious leaders, there arose a longing among some for 

God to raise up a new king who could show them how to be God’s people. They yearned for 

a return of God’s dynamic presence in their midst. 

 

And so, God revealed to some of the prophets that indeed He would not leave His people 

without a true Shepherd. While they expected a new earthly king, their expectations fell far 

short of God’s revelation of Himself in Christ. And yet, the world is not yet fully 

redeemed.  So, we again with expectation, with hope, await God’s new work in history, the 

Second Advent, in which He will again reveal Himself to the world. And we understand in a profound sense that 

the best, the highest of our expectations will fall far short of what our Lord’s Second Advent will reveal! 

 

 



Every 

Wednesday 

Evening  

The remaining three candles of Advent may be associated with different aspects of the Advent story in different 

churches, or even in different years. Usually they are organized around characters or themes as a way to unfold the 

story and direct attention to the celebrations and worship in the season. So, the sequence for the remaining three 

Sundays might be Bethlehem, Shepherds, Angels. Or Peace, Joy, Love. Or John the Baptist, the Magi, Mary. Or 

the Annunciation, Proclamation, Fulfillment. Whatever sequence is used, the Scripture readings, prayers, lighting 

of the candles, the participation of worshipers in the service, all are geared to telling the story of redemption 

through God’s grace in the Incarnation. 

 

The third candle for the Third Sunday of Advent is traditionally Pink or Rose, and symbolizes Joy at the Advent 

of the Christ. Sometimes the colors of the sanctuary and vestments are also changed to Rose for this Sunday. 

Whatever sequence is adopted for these Sundays, the theme of Joy can still be the focus. For example, when using 

the third Sunday to commemorate the visit of the Magi the focus can be on the Joy of worshipping the new found 

King. Or the Shepherds as the symbol for the third Sunday brings to mind the joy of the proclamation made to 

them in the fields, and the adoration expressed as they knelt before the Child at the manager. 

 

The center candle is white and is called the Christ Candle.  It is traditionally 

lighted on Christmas Eve or Day, with all five candles continuing to be lighted in 

services through Epiphany (Jan 6). The central location of the Christ Candle 

reminds us that the incarnation is the heart of the season, giving light to the world. 

 

I hope this answers some of your questions.  Have a wonderful time during this 

Advent season lighting your Advent wreaths waiting for the Advent of our King. 

 

In His name 

Pastor Mike 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

What is Christmas Really About? – C. Brent Cloyd 

Quickly is coming Christmas Day, 

Perhaps you ponder with dismay 

Amidst the shopping and the shouts 

What is Christmas really about? 

 

Is it about reindeer and elves, 

The gifts we wish for ourselves? 

Is it about wrapping paper and bows, 

Stockings stuffed with goodies clear to the toes? 

 

Is it about family, friends, and feast, 

The smell of bread baking rising with yeast? 

About trees, lights, and cute decorations, 

Parties, eggnog, and celebrations? 

 

These commodities make the holiday bright  

But something else is required to make it right. 

For Christmas is not about programs & costumes worn. 

But about a miraculous baby that was born. 

 

About Mary and Joseph, man and wife 

Who came to Bethlehem pregnant with life. 

No room was left for them in the inn, 

Shelter was found in a cattle pen. 

 The time of her delivery would not waiver, 

In that stable she experienced labor. 

Born into a place smelling of manure. 

Christ arrived our salvation to assure. 

 

Nearby shepherds tending flocks by night, 

Were startled by a glorious light. 

Angels while seeking to calm their fear 

Came proclaiming this event of cheer. 

 

Told of a birth of a baby boy, 

A King, a Savior, who would bring joy. 

His mission was one of peace, 

From our sins to bring release. 

 

Then with hast they went with glee, 

Marveled at what they did see. 

Found Him in a manger yet filled with glory 

Then left with excitement to tell His story. 

 

So as we gather this December 

May this jingle help us remember, 

Christmas is not about dear old Santa Claus. 

But about the Christ who saves us from our flaws. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Pastor, 

Knowing that you do not eat sweets, I am sending 

the candy to your wife – and nuts to you...... 

 



WHAT'S HAPPIN' 
From the Desk of the President 

OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER LEADERSHIP TEAM 

1. The proposed change over to Policy Based Governance is probably the biggest thing the leadership is 

working toward through the Governance Committee chaired by Scott Bichel.  We have finished the first 

round of Town Halls which were meant to introduce Policy Based Governance and get some feedback 

about the direction with it we should be taking.  Scott did a great job with the presentations and is working 

very hard to make sure everyone has a chance to have their say about it.   

2. Lisa Mack and the Outreach Committee continue to formulate plans and taking action to spread the Good 

News. 

3. Due to the possibility of converting to Policy Based Governance, there was a change in the elections for 

2017 for the Leadership Team.  The following motion was passed by the Leadership Team and the 

Congregational Assembly :  Since the current people in the positions up for election have volunteered 

to continue in their positions, the Leadership Team moves that the slate of volunteers be re-elected to 

serve in their respective positions until the congregation makes a decision on Policy Based 

Governance.  Positions up for election are  

President: Wayne Kuppler,  

Vice President: Herb Steck,  

Outreach: Lisa Mack,  

Inreach: Linda Durham,  

Preschool: Linda Huning.  

 If the congregation approves Policy Based Governance, there will be another election at a Special 

Congregational Assembly for the Leadership Board. If the congregation does not approve Policy 

Based Governance, there will be another election at a Special Congregational Assembly for the above 

positions. 

4. The budget for 2017 was also approved by the Leadership Team and the Congregational Assembly. 

5. The November Leadership Team meeting was cancelled due to being right after the Congregational 

Assembly and no business that needed to be addressed. 

ACOLADES 

There are so many people that go above and beyond in their service to the Lord and 

I would like to recognize some of them here.  There is always a danger in giving 

accolades because chances are good that I will miss someone who has done 

something really special.  That is why in this part of my article I need input from 

you.  If you have done something special or given above and beyond, or know 

someone who has, please let me know.  This should NEVER be the reason we do 

something in the church --- the reason should ALWAYS be that you are doing it 

because of what Jesus did for you on the cross and we should ALWAYS be 

satisfied with the fact that Jesus knows your every gift. 

1.  Kathy Brasher continues to get things done.  She prepared the Preschool Thanksgiving 

Feast which was a huge success.  She is planning for the community fair to be held next year.   These 

things are in addition to her normal volunteer duties with the Preschool and Chairing the Nominating 

Committee.  You will always find her doing something in the church and always with a smile. 

2. John Schrefer took over Lands & Grounds and has worked very hard to get things repaired and working 

or disposed of them.  He, along with Dan Kipp, completely went through everything in the garage getting 

rid of a lot of stuff as well as organizing everything.  

3. My hat goes off, along with my gratitude, to all the people on the Leadership Team, (Volunteers and Staff) 

who have put up with me for the last two years.  You have done a lot to keep ministry going remembering 

that is the reason we are here.  I am so thankful for all you have done to help me and to serve our Lord and 

Savior. 

 

Wayne Kuppler 

President 
 



Youth News and Notes 
 Wednesday Night Youth Group – We will NOT be having 

Wednesday night youth group during advent. You can come and 

hang out afterwards if you would like, but we will not have any 

organized activities on Wednesday evenings in Advent.  We will 

resume our regular Wednesday night get-togethers on January 

4.  All youth in grades 7-12 are welcome to join us from 7 – 9 

p.m. each week for some fun Bible study and small groups, and 

some games in the gym.   

  If you are a youth and would like to stay up to date with 

activities times and information, please make sure Mark has 

your cell phone number and he will add you to the Our Savior 

Youth “Group Me” list.  Also, watch the bulletin, and make 

sure he has your email for updates.   

 Confirmation Retreat to Camp Wartburg – The annual confirmation retreat to Camp Wartburg will be 

the last weekend in January, the 27th – 29th.  It will be a fun weekend filled with group building and 

learning more about our Lutheran heritage. 

 Advent Meal December 7 – The youth will be serving the Advent Meal December 7.  In addition to soups 

we will also be serving sloppy Joes.  All youth in grades 7 – 12 are asked to help serve this meal.  Youth 

will provide the soup and help serve.  Please be at church by 5 p.m. to help set up. 

 Melodrama Meeting December 11 – It’s time to get organized for the melodrama!  We will be holding a 

melodrama meeting for ALL people interested in being a part of this year’s melodrama on Sunday, 

December 11 at 7:30 p.m.  If you are unable to attend the meeting but would like to be a part of the 

show, please speak with DCE Mark.  This year’s melodrama is “The Great Ice Cream Scheme” and will 

be presented on March 10-12.  We hope you are all able to join us for this very funny show!  This year’s 

proceeds from the melodrama will help the youth to attend their summer servant event, June 25-July 

1.   

 Youth Christmas Party December 18 – The annual Youth Christmas Party and gift exchange will be on 

Sunday, December 18 at 5 p.m. – 8 p.m. Join us in the youth room for dinner, games, and gift 

exchange!  We will be serving pulled pork from Sugar Fire BBQ for dinner.  Youth should bring an 

appetizer or dessert to share.  Youth should also bring a white elephant gift to exchange with your 

friends.  Not familiar with a white elephant gift?  Speak with DCE Mark for more information.  Please 

sign up to attend by Wednesday, December 14, so we know how much BBQ to order.  Sign up will be in 

the Youth Room and at the Youth Booth. 

 Peer Ministry Training February 17-19 – Peer Ministry Training for youth is being offered February 17 

– 19 at the Sojourn Retreat Center by the Missouri District.  PMT is designed to provide tools to help 

students incorporate the Gospel into high school life, and equip them for outreach, build leadership 

skills, and strengthen faith through fellowship and support.  At OSLC we encourage students who are 

sophomores and older to attend.  The cost for OSLC members to attend for the whole weekend is only 

$40!  It’s a great weekend, with lots of opportunity for strengthening your faith.  If you are interested 

in attending, please speak with DCE Mark. 

 

 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Note from Miss Cari 
I love to ask kids what Christmas is all about.  You get such a wide variety of answers and eventually 

(depending on your audience) you will get their final answer…’Jesus’.  It’s no wonder there are so many 

other images that come to mind when you ask a child about Christmas – decorations have been in the 

stores since the first of October, Christmas music has been playing on the radio since the middle of 

October, and let’s not get started on all the television ads and sales.  Our heads are bombarded with 

‘images of Christmas’, but are they the right images of Christmas?  Every year I can feel my ‘Christmas 

spirit’ being strangled out by commercials with Norman Rockwell-esk, picture-perfect scenes that 

remind me I haven’t even gotten the tree up, or the seemingly endless commitments of parties, baking, 

shopping, planning, and we HAVE to go see the Christmas lights, and don’t forget the elf on the shelf or 

the Christmas shows and movies that you must see or IT JUST WON’T BE CHRISTMAS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

WHEW, I am exhausted and it isn’t even December 2 yet!!!!  If you have ever felt even half of this I want 

you to do the following… 

 

1.  STOP.  Just STOP!  Put down the phone, turn off the television.  Find a quiet spot even if it’s 

hiding in the car in the garage and STOP. 

2. Close your eyes and breathe.  Just breathe.   

3. When you begin to feel your body relax, I want you to picture a dark room with absolutely 

nothing in it and completely quiet. 

4. When you are surrounded by the darkness and silence, I want you to picture a soft glowing light – 

just one soft light that barely fills the corner of the dark room.  It’s warm and inviting and it draws 

you to it… 

You walk over slowly to this light and as you get close you see a small wooden frame and when you 

approach it you realize exactly what it is.  It is the manger and in it is a baby – THE baby.  No sounds, no 

noise, just you and Him.  It’s different though, He is not a baby that needs you to take care of Him.  He is 

the child that will take care of you.  And that my friend, is Christmas.  Just you and your Savior.  YOU are 

the only thing that He wants.  And whether you have a tree, stockings, cookies, or presents, He is still 

coming.  The only thing He wants is your heart, is IT ready?   
 

Talk with your family about preparing your home and your hearts for Jesus.  How can you do that 

together?  What can you do to encourage that time for your children to strengthen their faith and their 

relationship with Jesus?  If you are too busy for worship, Bible Study, prayer time, and Christian 

fellowship then you are TOO busy.  Please STOP and help your family prepare their hearts for Him.  Fill 

their minds with images of Jesus; a terrified, but faithful Mary; a scared, but trusting Joseph; a journey; 

a stable; angels filling the sky to proclaim the news; a King that came in a dirty stable surrounded by 

animals to save you and your children.  That, my friend, is Christmas. 



 
 

 

 

You are invited to join us for a special Sunday to prepare 

your heart for the coming of the King.  Sunday, December 11 at 8:15 

AND 11:00 the children and youth will present The Christmas Story.  Our 

Praise Band will lead us at both services for worship, scripture, and 

sharing.  We hope you and your family will join us for this special time! 

 

 

 

 
 

What a celebration it will be!!!  Sunday, 

December 11 in between our worship services we will be whooping it up 

in the gym to celebrate our King of Kings!  Join us for cupcakes, 

fellowship, stories, and activities.  If you would like to donate cupcakes, 

please sign up in the lobby – we have volunteer taste-testers in the 

church office if you need them too. 
 

 

 

 

 

Jammie Sunday 2017 will be Sunday, January 29.  It’s a fun 

day for kids to come to church in their PJ’s and make a cold winter Sunday 

a little easier.  We love to remind the kids that although you should bring 

your very best to God, He is just happy when we spend time in His house. 



 

 

HERE WE GROW IN OUR 

SAVIOR 
 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Preschool       Mrs. Linda Huning, Director       636-947-8010 

 

oslc.preschool@sbcglobal.net 

 

“What love the Father has lavished upon us that we should be called His children”. 1 John 3:1a 
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Coming to church and 

hearing Bible stories 

develops a child’s sense 

of spirituality and 

knowledge of Jesus. It 

also develops a sense of 

self-control. 

 

 

 

 

 

We learn to give thanks 

and how to use 

manners as well as 

learn about the birth of 

our Lord. 

 

 

STAYING IN TOUCH WITH YOU 

Each month I send out this newsletter to keep parents informed of special 

events/activities and other fun stuff happening in preschool.  This newsletter is also my 

way of keeping the congregation informed of our events.  Feel free to always email, 

call, or come talk to me if you have questions.  When we work together with the parents 

and kids, everyone succeeds, especially the families we minister to!   

 

On the left side of the newsletter you will see curricular objectives that these activities 

help promote among the kids.  Learning for kids happens all the time! 
 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION—Can you believe registration will be taking place soon for 

the new 2017-2018 school year???  Congregation members and current preschool families 

can enroll beginning January 9.  All required forms and other information is available on 

our church’s website at www.oursaviorlutheranchurch.org then click on “Our Savior 

Preschool”.  Enrollment packets can also be picked up at the children’s ministry booth in 

the church lobby.  An $80 enrollment fee must be paid at the time of enrollment to 

secure a child’s space.  Registration for the community opens on February 13.  Please 

spread the word to your friends, family, and neighbors that we have a wonderful 

preschool program and can’t wait to share God’s love with each child that walks through 

our doors! 
 

Christmas Worship Service & Birthday Party for Jesus 

 

 

 

 
On Sunday, December 11th, 2016, Our Savior Pre-School with Our Savior 

Sunday School will worship the birth of Our Savior at both the 8:15am 

and 11:00 am worship services in our church’s sanctuary.  This replaces 

our usual preschool week night service.  You have a choice of joining us 

for one of the services; each service will be exactly the same.  We are 

doing this to help accommodate the large attendance we always have. 

 
The preschool children will sing their own songs during worship.  

Preschool children will also be the “extras” in the Christmas story:  

Giraffes will be sheep, Cardinals will be shepherds, Monkeys will be 

angels, and Lions will be townspeople.   

 

Another exciting event will be the “Birthday Party for Jesus” from 9:30-

10:30am in our church’s gymnasium.  We will celebrate Jesus’ birth by 

enjoying a birthday cupcake, playing some games, watching a video, etc.  
 

mailto:oslc.preschool@sbcglobal.net
http://www.oursaviorlutheranchurch.org/


 

There are many 
curricular objectives 
covered at lunch: 

Using fine motor 

skills with purpose 
and control. 

Personal Care 
Routines: Feeding 

Participates in prayer 

Participating in 
events helps us learn 
responsible conduct 
as a group member 

We are building 
relationships of 

mutual trust and 
respect with others. 

Cooking in the home 
helps us learn math 

skills of 
measurement, 
comparisons, using 
number to show 
quantity, and learning 
the passage of time. 

Singing in church 

helps with worship 
development as we 
praise God with song 

and participate in 
prayer. 

 

 

Coming to church 
and hearing Bible 
stories develops a 
child’s sense of 
spirituality and 
knowledge of 

Jesus.  

 

Did you know we eat lunch upstairs in the gym at child-sized tables and chairs???  Did you know we also 
serve our lunch family style????  That means the children are learning how to use their manners to have food 
passed to them, how to scoop out their own food from the serving bowls, take their entrée using tongs, and 
how to pour their own milk.  Yes, even our two-year-olds are quite successful, with assistance!!  We use child-
sized pitchers and cups and the kids are doing great.  The children are learning to take a certain amount of 
portions, such as 3 apple slices or even cutting or pulling a food apart and getting two parts or one half.  We 
also learn how to sit the correct way in a chair, how to talk to our friends during the meal and when we are 
done, waiting for our friends to finish, and how to put our cups, forks, and plates in the correct tubs for them to 
be washed.  There are so many skills to be learned while eating family style!  Here’s one of the prayers we say 
before lunch and snack (sung to the tune of the Spiderman theme song): 

God is great, God is good  
Let us thank Him for our food 

By His hands we are fed 
Let us thank Him for our bread. 

 

Chili/Soup/Dessert Cook-off! 

That’s right; our annual Chili Cook-Off is just around the corner!!   On Sunday, January 15, 

immediately following the 11:00 am church service, our preschool will be hosting its annual 

Chili/Soup Cook-Off/Dessert Bake-Off. The event will be held in the gym and it is always a 

great time of fellowship! All the money raised will benefit our preschool.  

Here is how it works: Families enter their favorite chili, soup, and/or dessert in the contest. 

There is no fee to enter. During the event, everyone walks around the gym tasting as many 

entries as they want. People can buy tickets for a dollar and vote for their favorites by 

placing tickets into a cup that is placed in front of each entry. We will have fun prizes for 

the 3 top choices in the chili, soup, and dessert categories.  

This event has been great fun in the past and we need your help to make it a success again 

this year. There will be a sign-up sheet in the lobby for you to enter your pot of chili or 

soup or your favorite dessert! 
 

Preschool Children Sing 
Our children sing during the 11:00 am service on Sunday, January 11 (before the 
Chili Cook-off.  Please join us and enjoy hearing the children praising God with 
song. 
 

Here we Grow in Our Savior! 

As the kids have birthdays, we look at transitioning some to the next class up.  

This transition typically happens at three times during the calendar year:  In 

January, at the beginning of the summer, and at the beginning of the new school 

year in August.  Some of our 2 year-olds have turned 3 and will transition up to a 

new classroom (either Monkeys or Cardinals in January).  Some of our 3 year-
olds have turned 4 and will transition up to a new classroom (either Lions or 

Cardinals in January).  
 

The Cardinal Class has Changed!!!! 
We still have Mrs. Kipp and Mrs. Luetkenhaus as the Cardinal teachers, 
but now we have 3 options for care in the Cardinal Class:  Part day (8:15-
11:45), School day (8:15-4:00) or Full day (7:00-6:00).  This change was needed 
to accommodate our large class sizes and now we can enroll a few more 
children.  This class is mixed-age grouping with 3 and 4 year olds.   
We still have a few spots available in the “new” Cardinal class. Pass on the 
word to people you know and have them contact Mrs. Huning via phone 
or email if they would like more enrollment information. 
 

Jesus Time 
During this special time each child is learning the same Bible story over the course of one 
week.  On Monday, Ms. Cari goes into the classrooms and teaches the lesson.  On 
Tuesday, the entire preschool goes into the church sanctuary and Pastor Mike leads us in 
chapel.  On Wednesday, Mr. Mark, our Director of Christian Education, goes into the 
classrooms to teach the same lesson again.  On Thursday, it’s Mrs. Huning’s turn to teach.  
Each classroom teacher finishes the week with one last review of the lesson.  Each month 
there is a theme and different Bible stories.  The theme for December is “Christmas“ and 
the theme for January is “Christmas”. 



 
 

Winter Jam – one night, 10 Christian artists for only $10!  

January 28, 2017 
 

Each year, many at Our Savior go to Winter Jam, only to find out at church the next day that 

others were there too!  If you plan on attending this year’s concert or would like to experience 

this amazing event, meet at church on Saturday, January 28, 2017 at 3pm.  We will carpool to 

the Scottrade Center.  Although doors open at 5pm, the event is very popular and the lines are 

long, so we must arrive early.  Concert starts at 6pm.  Cost is $10 (cash only) at the door.  

Consider bringing extra money for concessions and artist merchandise. 

 

For more information, visit: 2017.jamtour.com or contact Brandee Iannelli 

(quarterlf@gmail.com). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sunday, December 11 

8:15 and 11:00 

A day for Our Savior from Our Savior: 

Our Savior Praise Band….Our Savior Pre-School 

Our Savior JAM Ministry….Our Savior Youth 

PLUS… 

 

9:30 a.m.-

10:30 a.m. 

In the gym 



 
 

 

OH WHAT A NIGHT!!  We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to all you amazing women that joined us 

for a Night About YOU at our Ladies Celebration Tea.  It was a beautiful evening of women in the Word, 

fellowship, prayer, and delicious refreshments.   If you were able to attend, please spread the word 

about your experience and invite your other sisters in Christ to join us in 2017 for our 17th Annual Ladies 

Celebration Tea on Friday November 3, 2017. 

 

BUT WHY WAIT!!  If you are anything like our Women’s Ministry Team, you don’t want to wait until next 

November to have some fun and fellowship.  The great news is that you don’t have to!!!! (Pause for 

shouts of joy and excitement)  Mark your calendars for a Ladies Night Out on Friday, February 17.  A 

night of sisterly love, laughter, and food!  Join us for our 3rd PJ’s, Pinterest, & Pearce Night.  Wear your 

comfiest clothes, bring your favorite snack or Pinterest recipe experiment to share, and get ready to sit 

back and enjoy the comedy of Chonda Pearce.   

 

 

 

 

As much as we need to laugh and enjoy one another’s company 

it is also imperative that we immerse ourselves in God.  We need 

to be strengthened by our Father through time together in His 

presence and we hope that you will join us for a day to do just 

that!  We are planning a Spring Mini Retreat and while it may 

not be big on a time commitment, it will be big in the benefits it 

brings.  Our tentative date is set for Saturday, April 29 so get 

that on your calendar now and watch for more information. 
 

 



Governance Committee Update 
The Governance Committee would like to take this opportunity to 

update the congregation on activities related to the proposed 

transition to a new form of governance.  In October and 

November we engaged with the congregation through a Focus 

Group meeting, three Town Hall meetings, and the 

Congregational Assembly meeting.  The objective in these 

meetings was to introduce the congregation to the concept of 

Policy Based Governance and answer questions. 

 

Our work will continue in the coming months as we update the constitution and assist the Nominating 

Committee in developing a slate of candidates for the Leadership Board.  January and February will 

bring more opportunities to engage the congregation in setting strategic goals, identifying Leadership 

Board candidates, and reviewing responsibilities and accountabilities under the Policy Based 

Governance model.    

 

Please watch the bulletin for announcements on upcoming opportunities to interact with the Governance 

Committee.  We sincerely want and need your participation in this process.   

 

 
 

 

Meet Us at the Cross 

 

The date has been changed, but the 

mission is the same!  Meet us at the 

cross in the gym on Sunday, 

JANUARY 22 at 9:15 a.m.  It will be an 

interactive discussion on the state of 

our society, raising a family, and being 

an active member of the faith.   

 

 

IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN (OF ANY AGE), GRANDCHILDREN, OR ARE 

JUST PLAIN CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE 

SURROUNDED BY, YOU WILL NOT WANT TO MISS THIS EVENT. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Scroll Article from the desk of Sandy Bichel,  

Service Ministry Leader 

To Serve With Love 

Recently I jumped on board with an outreach ministry opportunity to help flood victims in Baton Rouge, 

LA.  Teamed with John and Sally Schrefer, Kevin Morris, Crystal and Brandi Iannelli we traveled to 

Trinity Lutheran’s Camp Restore in Baton Rouge.  The following words are borrowed from Trinity 

Lutheran’s web-site and provide a glimpse of the devastation experienced August 15 by more than 2 feet 

of rain over 48 hours; 

The Great Flood of 2016  

WHAT’S GOING ON IN BATON ROUGE AND SURROUNDING AREAS? 

We recall God’s Word in Romans 8:35-39 as we take heart that tribulation, distress, nor 

anything is all creation can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Widespread devastation from flooding has ravaged our communities in and around 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Countless people and families have been displaced from their 

homes and some have lost everything. Here at Trinity, Baton Rouge, 175 of our church, 

school and CDC families and staff have been hit by flood waters. 

In the aftermath of tragedy the people of South Louisiana are banding together with 

selfless service and loving actions that testify to the strength and resilience of our 

communities.  We look forward to the great things that God has planned as he can work 

all things together for good (Romans 8:28). 

 
As we arrived at Camp Restore, I was immediately impressed with the home that had been converted with 

bunk beds, kitchen space, additional showers and enlarged family room to accommodate the overnight 

stay of up to 50 people.  A large map of the U.S. in the dining area revealed teams of people from all over 

our great nation who stayed at Camp Restore while lending a hand to those in need.  Although our home 

addresses differed dramatically our heart’s desire to serve Jesus and help those in need, was the same.  

Through Camp Restore, Trinity Lutheran defined the meaning of SERVICE –“empowering and 

equipping people to make a difference in the world”.  They equipped us with food, shelter, tools, 

transportation (if needed) and a location to apply our skills.  While we may have lacked the artistry of 

hanging, taping and mudding drywall, we quickly learned the “how” and “experience” of doing it.  I 

anticipated witnessing and sharing God’s message of love while we worked, but instead, I received 

blessings, gratitude and praise for God’s love from those we served and from those in the community. 

 

Providing ministry is a wonderful way to keep God’s command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus 

Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us (1 John 3:23, NIV). If the Holy Spirit is leading you 

to serve others but you are uncertain as to how you might serve, feel free to call me at 314-614-4068 or 

email at sbichel6@gmail.com and I will be happy to put my trained social work and counseling skills to 

work for you. Whether in our church or in our community there is ample opportunity to Serve With Love. 

 

 

mailto:sbichel6@gmail.com


 
 

Small Group Meeting Schedules: 

Each Small Group meets every month on the following days and times… 
 

“Quarterlife Fellowship” meets the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
“A Stitch for God” meets the 1st Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
“Senior Shenanigans” meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
“Christ Care Games” meets the 1st Friday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
 

“Taste and See” meets the 2nd Friday of the month  
“Taste and See 2” meets the 2nd Friday of the month 
 

“Wholesome Holy Rollers” meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
“Peace, Love & Cardstock” meets the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
“Out to Lunch” meets the 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:00 a.m. 
“Pedal Your Faith” meets the 3rd Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
 

“Camping with Christ” meets the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
Locations of meetings may vary, so be sure watch your bulletin. 
 

Find a small group that interests you and you’ll be amazed at the relationships you form, the people you 
get to know, and the closer you grow in your faith!!! 

 
 
 

Quarterlife Fellowship – young adults, ages 18-35, gathering 

monthly for social activities, servant events, and devotions.    
 

Join us the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7pm for dinner, at which 

time we also plan upcoming events.  See the weekly bulletin or our 

Facebook page for location as it changes monthly.   
 

Bible Study at the Crooked Tree Coffeehouse – 3rd Thursday of the 

month at 7pm. 
 

Botanical Gardens Garden Glow on December 17th at 5pm. RSVP, ticket price TBD. 
 

Upcoming Winter Event 2017: Painting Pot Night, more details soon! 
 

Interested in more information, or know a young adult who may like to get involved? Email us at 

quarterlf@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:quarterlf@gmail.com


10 Christian New Year’s Resolutions 

1. Resolve to stay faithful to Jesus Christ. He is the Truth, Way and Life. There's no 

reason to look elsewhere. 

2. Resolve to not let anything – a career, a significant other, social media, a house – 

become an object of worship. 

3.  Resolve to watch your language and not speak any destructive talk, especially 

involving the name of God. 

4.  Resolve to prevent burnout by putting aside work one day a week. Trust God to 

provide for your needs that day and just enjoy the time He's given you. 

5. Resolve to talk to your parents on a regular basis, and show them love and respect. 

6.  Resolve to be angry less. Channel any feelings of rage, which Jesus said are as 

severe as murder, into worshiping God and serving others. 

7.  Resolve to honor your commitment to your spouse. Whether in thought or in deed 

stay pure and loyal in the union God made. 

8.  Resolve to not take anything that's not yours, including stuff you can hold and put 

in your pocket, and plenty that you can't, like music downloads, streaming movies 

and hours on your timecard. 

9.  Resolve to speak about others only with truth and love, not gossip. 

10.  Resolve to be content with what you have, and not worry about that others are 

amassing. 
 

Via christianpost.com 

 

 

 
 



Important Dates for January! 
 

With the business of the Advent and Christmas Season we hope you will 

mark these dates on your calendar for January now so you don’t miss 

any great opportunities 

 

Sunday, January 15, 2017 – Pre-School Chili and Dessert Cook-Off.  

Get your spoons ready and join us for a great fellowship opportunity to 

serve and be served.  You are invited to share your favorite chili, soup, 

or desserts with us and enter a fun competition to support Pre-School.  

Or just come hungry and enjoy some great food and fellowship! 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 – Meet Us at the Cross for an important 

interactive session to help our children and youth grow in Christ.  See 

you in the gym at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 – Blood Drive in the gym.  Give the gift of life 

in the New Year. 

 

Sunday, January 29, 2017 – JAMmin’ in our Jammies.  Kids are invited 

to wear their jammies and comfy clothes to JAM and church.  Great 

way to remind kiddos while we should always bring our best to God, 

He’s just happy when we are in His House!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December Birthdays 
  

 1.  Elaine Keiser, Lu Kelley, Sharon Wilkins 

 2.  Ardith Ellis, Caleb Engelhardt,  

 Marvin Hesskamp 

 3.  Donna Nack, Pat Pickering 

 4.  Jason Kuegele, Robert Lietz 

 5.  Alyssa Engelhardt, Emily Engelhardt 

 6.  Ollie Gosejohan, Chloe Bergman   

 7.  Kevin Kehoe, April Rowland 

 8.  Gerry Altis, Andrew Mittelbuscher,  

 9.  Carol Giamanco 

10.  Denise Hesskamp  

11.  Danielle Boenzle, Ron Leimkuehler 

15.  Walt Pfitzinger 

16.  Isabel Maldonado 

17.  Lily Broeker 

19.  Amy Brown, Christine Hale 

20.  Michael Brasher 

23.  Luke Watson 

25.  Kristin Lopez, Will Lopez, John Luetkemeyer,  

Chris Scherer 

27.  Jack Nemens 

28.  Pat Courtney, Thomas Wade 

29.  Claudia Black 

30.  Erica Davis 

31.  Karen Blum 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries  
 

 4. Vern & Janet Sander                             45 Years 

14. David & Mary Kuppler                          25 Years 

19. Brian & Heather Simcoke 

21. Bob & Caroline Simcoke                   

27. Sean & Charmaine Furman 

 Dirk & Debbie Hallemeier                    

 Bryan & Robin Collins  

28. Bill & Kirsten Perschbacher 

30. Don & Barb Popp                                  54 Years  



January Birthdays 
    

  2.  Kay Blackwell, Mason Erhardt 

  4.  Bennett Gnade, Kristen Singer 

  5.  Carolyn Fox 

  6.  Heather Ellis 

  7.  Michele Helsel 

 10.  Bill Perschbacher, Brian Simcoke, Danielle Whitehead 

 12.  Luke Davis, Wayne Kuppler 

 14.  Roena Hoffman, Dan Snelson  

 15.  Cailyn Hale, Pastor Mike, Judi Kuppler 

 Norma Sanford, Jenny Harris 

 17.  Scott Bichel, Aaron Hemmann, Bill Hesskamp,  

Ron Long, Don Popp, Tim McRae 

 18.  Mike Tuerck 

 19.  Linda Meyers  

 20.  Leah Kipp 

 23.  Amy Bernsen, MaryLou Smothers 

 24.  Don Wallace 

 25.  Gary Walker 

 26.  Virginia Barrett, Sarah Gosejohan  

 27.  Cindy Evers, Chuck Leaf, Janet Sander 

 28.  Conner Hannon, Sally Schrefer 

 29.  Tim Brasher, Mark Plackemeier 

 30.  Elizabeth Gerger, Wally Weik 

 31.  Leroy Hallemeier, Doris Schlef 
 

 

 

 

 

January Anniversaries 
 

 4.  Jim & Dena Romberg                          53 Years 

16.  Freeman & Iris Keesling                     62 Years 

18.  Charles & Jeaneane Steinmeyer         53 Years 

25.  Daniel & Laura Jenkins  

29.  Scott & Sandra Bichel           

 Gary & Jan Pflum                          40 Years 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Those Who Serve During the Month of December 

ALTAR GUILD – Debbie Kuegele, Jean Yahnke, Barb Popp, Carol Pfitzinger, Mary Tuerck 
COFFEE & DONUTS - December 4 - Trustees  December 11 - Outreach  December 11 – Inreach  

December 25 NO Fellowship Hour 
 IN CHARGE OF BUILDING - Open: Elders Close: Jim Ford 
  

December 4, 2016  
Elders:  8:15 a.m. – Sherrill Schuster, Jim Ford, Joe Pallardy  11:00 a.m. – Jim Ford, Sherrill Schuster  
Acolytes: 8:15 a.m. – Clayton Erhardt  11:00 a.m. – Kolton Kehoe  
Ushers:  8:15 a.m. - Virgil Petrich, Steve Furjes, John Luetkemeyer, Chuck Gross, Larry Crume 

11:00 a.m. – Wayne Kuppler, John Hesse, Mary Hesskamp 
Lectors:  8:15 a.m. – Josh Groteluschen 
Greeters:  8:15 a.m. – Chuck & Leslie Gross 11:00 a.m.  Pastor & Judy Arle 
Soundboard: 8:15 a.m. – Travis Kipp 11:00 a.m. - Ken Scherer 
Projection Technician: 8:15 a.m. – Chuck Leaf –  11:00 a.m. - Sara Tremmel 
Kid’s Connection:  8:15 a.m. – Connie Kipp - 11:00 a.m. – Terry Wynn 
 
 Wednesday, December 7, 2016 - Midweek Advent Service -7:00 p.m. 
Elders:  Lee Rohlf 
Acolyte:  Michael Bhat 
Ushers:  Gary Hemmann, Kent Erhardt, Herb Steck, Ted Kuegele, Rick Ellis, Hunter Rohlf, Don 
Hallemeier 
Greeters:  Bill & Mary Ann Vassar 
Soundboard:  Dan Kipp  
 
 December 11, 2016 
Elders: 8:15 a.m. – Tom Craig, Donna Nack 11:00 a.m. – Donna Nack, Tom Craig 
Acolytes: 8:15 a.m. – Michael Bhat 11:00 a.m. – Jack Ford  
Ushers: 8:15 a.m. - Ken Scherer, Glenn Mahnken, Mike Kaufman, Ollie Gosejohan, Ron Buck 

11:00 a.m. - Mark Huning, Sandy Tremmel, Richard Ford 
Greeters: 8:15 a.m. – Glenn & Laura Mahnken 11:00 a.m. -  
Soundboard: 8:15 a.m. - Bob Pickering 11:00 a.m. – Jose Quezada 
Projection Technician: 8:15 a.m. – Richard Ford 11:00 a.m. –  
 
 Wednesday, December 14, 2016 - Midweek Advent Service 7:00 p.m. 
Elders: Allen Fox 
Acolyte: Clayton Erhardt  
Ushers: Charles Steinmeyer 
Greeters: Larry & Nancy Crume 
Soundboard: Allen Fox 
 

 December 18, 2016 
Elders: 8:15 a.m. – Ron Buck, Lee Rohlf, Sherrill Schuster 11:00 a.m. – Lee Rohlf, Ron Buck, Bob 
Simcoke 
Acolytes: 8:15 a.m. – Isabel Lang 11:00 a.m. – Kolton Kehoe  
Ushers: 8:15 a.m. - Dirk Hallemeier, Leonard Schubert, Tom Craig, Jacob Ellis, Richard Ford  

11:00 a.m. - Jeff Moore, Bill Perschbacher, Kevin Kehoe 
Lectors: 8:15 a.m. – Josh Groteluschen 
Greeters: 8:15 a.m.- Mike & Mary Tuerck 11:00 a.m. – Robert & Virginia Barrett  
Soundboard: 8:15 a.m. - Dan Kipp  11:00 a.m. - Allen Fox 
Projection Technician: 8:15 a.m. – Connie Hallemeier  11:00 a.m. – Carolyn Fox 
Kid’s Connection:  8:15 a.m. – Bill & Mary Ann Vassar - 11:00 a.m. – Kathy Leaf 

 
 



Those Who Serve During the Month of December (Cont.) 

 
Wednesday, December 21, 2016 - Midweek Advent Service -7:00 p.m. 

Elders:   Joe Pallardy 
Acolyte: Isabel Maldonato  
Ushers:   OPEN 
Greeters: OPEN 
Soundboard: OPEN 
 
 December 24, 2015 - Christmas Eve 5:30 p.m. 
Elders:  Jim Ford 
Acolytes: Michael Bhat, Caleb Engelhardt 
Ushers:  Virgil Petrich, Steve Furjes, John Luetkemeyer, Chuck Gross, Larry Crume 
Greeters: Wayne & Judi Kuppler   
Soundboard: Jose Quzada 
Projection Technician: OPEN 
  
 December 24, 2015 - Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m. 
Elders:  Tom Craig 
Acolytes: Isable Lang, Isabel Maldonato 
Ushers: Wayne Kuppler, John Hesse, Mary Hesskamp 
Greeters: Rick & Ardith Ellis  
Soundboard: Travis Kipp 
 
 December 24, 2015 - Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. 
Elders: Joe Pallardy 
Acolytes: Jack Ford, Michael Bhat 
Ushers: Ken Scherer, Glenn Mahnken, Mike Kaufman, Ollie Gosejohan, Ron Buck 
Greeters: Allen & Carolyn Fox 
Soundboard: Ken Scherer 
Projection Technician: OPEN 
  
 December 25, 2016 - Christmas Day - 9:30 a.m. 
Elders: Sherrill Schuster, Ron Buck 
Ushers: Mark Huning, Debbie Edwards, Don Mack, Lisa Mack  
Greeters: OPEN 
Soundboard: Wayne Kuppler 
Projection Technician: OPEN 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Those Who Serve During the Month of January 
ALTAR GUILD – Kim Roemer & Kit Rohlf   

COFFEE & DONUTS - January 1 – NO Fellowship Hour; January 8, 15, 22, 29 ELDERS   
IN CHARGE OF BUILDING - Open: Elders Close: Terry Wynn 

 
 January 1, 2017  - New Year’s Day – 9:30 a.m. 
Elders: Donna Nack, Joe Pallardy, Tom Craig 
Ushers: Virgil Petrich, Steve Furjes, John Luetkemeyer, Chuck Gross, Larry Crume 
Greeters: OPEN 
Soundboard: OPEN 
Projection Technician: OPEN 
  
   January 8, 2017 
Elders: 8:15 a.m. – Allen Fox, Lee Rohlf    

11:00 a.m. – Lee Rohlf, Allen Fox   
Acolytes: 8:15 a.m. –  Michael Bhat  11:00 a.m. – Caleb Engelhardt 
Ushers: 8:15 a.m. - Ken Scherer, John Nathan, Glenn Mahnken, Mike Kaufman, Ollie Gosejohan, Kristen Singer, 
Ron Buck 

11:00 a.m. - Mark Huning, Debbie Edwards, Don Mack, Lisa Mack  
Lectors: 8:15 a.m. – Joshua Grotelueschen 
Greeters: 8:15 a.m. – Bill Xander & Sandy Bornmann 11:00 a.m. – Tammy Tinker 
Soundboard: 8:15 a.m. – Bob Pickering 11:00 a.m. – Jose Quazada 
Projection Technician: 8:15 a.m. – Richard Ford 11:00 a.m. – Sara Tremmel 
 
 January 15, 2017 
Elders: 8:15 a.m. – Sherrill Schuster, Jim Ford 11:00 a.m. – Jim Ford, Sherrill Schuster 
Acolytes: 8:15 a.m. – Isabel Lang   11:00 a.m. – Jack Ford 
Ushers: 8:15 a.m. - Dirk Hallemeier, Leonard Schubert, Tom Craig, Jacob Ellis, Richard Ford 

11:00 a.m. - Jeff Moore, Bill Perschbacher, Kevin Kehoe, Jim Ford  
Lectors: 8:15 a.m. –Joshua Grotelueschen 
Greeters: 8:15 a.m. – Tom & LouAnn Wicker 11:00 a.m. – Mark & Linda Huning 
Soundboard: 8:15 a.m. – Dan Kipp 11:00 a.m. – Allen Fox 
Projection Technician: 8:15 a.m. - Connie Hallemeier 11:00 a.m. – Carolyn Fox  
  
 January 22, 2017 
Elders: 8:15 a.m. – Tom Craig, Bob Simcoke  
 11:00 a.m. – Bob Simcoke, Tom Craig, Lee Rohlf                                                                 
Acolytes: 8:15 a.m. – Isaac Quezada     11:00 a.m. – Kolton Kehoe 
Ushers: 8:15 a.m. - Gary Hemmann, Kent Erhardt, Herb Steck, Ted Kuegele, Rick Ellis, Hunter Rohlf, Don 
Hallemeier 

11:00 a.m. - Charles Steinmeyer, Jack Sandridge, Joe Pallardy, Donna Nack 
Lectors: 8:15 a.m. – Joshua Grotelueschen 
Greeters: 8:15 a.m. – Lois May 11:00 a.m. – Charlie & Cindy O’Neal 
Soundboard: 8:15 a.m. - Dave Ruprecht 11:00 a.m. - Wayne Kuppler 
Projection Technician: 8:15 a.m. - Kristen Singer 11:00 – Mary Kuppler 
 

January 29, 2017 
Elders: 8:15 a.m. – Ron Buck, Joe Pallardy, Sherrill Schuster  
 11:00 a.m. – Joe Pallardy, Ron Buck, Donna Nack                                                                 
Nursery Attendants: 8:15 a.m. - Savannah Moore 11:00 a.m. - Julia Trempala  
Ushers: 8:15 a.m. - Virgil Petrich, Steve Furjes, John Luetkemeyer, Chuck Gross, Larry Crume 

11:00 a.m. – Wayne Kuppler, John Hesse, Mary Hesskamp 
Lectors: 8:15 a.m. – Joshua Grotelueschen 
Greeters: 8:15 a.m. – Lu Kelley 11:00 a.m. – Chuck & Kathy Leaf 
Soundboard: 8:15 a.m. - OPEN   11:00 a.m. - OPEN 
Projection Technician: 8:15 a.m. –  Constance Hallemeier  11:00 – OPEN 
 



Dec. 2016 – Jan. 2017 
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MONTH YEAR 

Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth 

peace to men on whom 
his favor rests.”  

Luke 2:14 


